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ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Committee held at the Community & Youth Building, rear of 

Redfield Edge School, Oldland Common on Tuesday 22nd January 2019 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Councillors: L Efthymiou, M Bridge, J Allinson,  

R Allinson and J Ivens   

 

Mrs S Jones – Leisure Officer 

Mrs S Robbins & Mrs K Fry - Clerk 

 

 

The Chairman outlined procedures for exit from the building in the event of an emergency. 

 

274.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Bromiley and P Hughes. 

 

275.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the Environment and Leisure Committee meeting held 

on 27th November 2018 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

276.  FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR  

 

The financial report had been circulated and was noted.  The maintenance of planted areas 

budget was noted as £2,000. 

 

 RESOLVED that there was a need to increase this at the next opportunity. 

 

277.  TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO THE ALLOTMENT SITES AND 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ALLOTMENT TENANT MEETING 

 

One tenant felt that the widths of pathways which is set at ½ metre is not adequate and would 

like to see all path widths increased to ¾ metre. 

 

RESOLVED that the practicalities of enforcing larger pathways would prove too 

difficult to enforce across the site.  Some tenants would find it physically hard to do. 

 

Another tenant felt that some paths had become overgrown and that tenants should be made to 

trim them.   The Leisure Officer assured him that tenants of plots causing concern would be 

approached but it would be beneficial if she was informed of any that she had not noticed. 

 

RESOLVED that all efforts will be made to ensure plots are let as soon as possible to 

prevent this happening, however this often this occurs when plots are vacant over the 

summer months. 

 

There was a enquiry if there could be another water butt added in front of the trading hut as the 

tenant found it convenient to use. 

 

RESOLVED that an additional water butt be added. 
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A Redfield Hill tenant asked about the proposed changes of use to plot 11A.  Mrs Robbins 

explained that there was insufficient room to put small play equipment on Atchison’s Field and 

changing the use of 11A and moving the fence would allow space to install some.  The tenant 

felt that this would be costly when the field was so large and the pitch could be redefined or 

moved.  Also, there was a large amount of litter thrown onto his plot and asked if a small hedge 

could be put up to deter this.  

The Councillors explained the rules regarding ‘run off’ distances around football pitches had 

changed and meant space was short. He also mentioned the demolition of the hedge at the far 

corner of the allotment site, leaving a large gap that animals can come through and eat the 

allotment produce. 

 

RESOLVED that as this project is in the consultancy phase, these comments were 

noted including the request for hedging. 

 

RESOLVED that the land owner be contacted regarding the demolished hedge. 

 

278.  DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION  2019 

 

The Leisure Officer made the committee aware that Sustrans are running a photography 

competition to mark the 40th anniversary of the Bristol and Bath Railway Path. 

 

279.  BITTON IN BLOOM AND ALLOTMENT COMPETITIONS 2019 

 

It was confirmed that North Common Village Hall had been booked for the 27th September for 

the presentation evening. 

 

280.   CREATIVE ARTS COMPETITION 2019 

 

Councillor J Allinson is finalising the theme for this year’s competition and it will centre around 

the nuisance of plastic waste. 

 

281.  TO CONSIDER ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

 

a) Local Footpath Walks. Clive Brett has set out a new schedule of walks for 2019 and this 

has been shared with Hanham Abbotts Parish Council and the Week In.  Copies of the 

walks can also be found on the website and on Parish notice boards. 

 

b) Buggy Walks. The attendance for the second November walk was 5 and Decembers walks 

were 0 and 3 which was disappointing, however the weather was very poor.  Januarys walks 

were attended by 4 and 9, some of which had seen the event on Bitton Village’s Face book 

site.  The walks have been printed in the South Gloucestershire Councils Walks Programme 

and this runs for January until June.  If numbers continue to be low, a decision will need to 

be made as to whether to continue with the second walk or not.  One of the walk leaders has 

moved away, leaving Emma and Sharon to lead the walks with the Leisure Officer as back 

stop for both walks.  The Clerk and Councillors remain the back up contacts. 

 

c) Friendship & Exercise Club.  With the rise in numbers, this group is now self financing. 
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282. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND OUTSTANDING 

ITEMS 

 

a) The Clerk explained the proposal to move the fence at Redfield Hill allotment site to allow 

space to put play equipment in on the field. This would mean a change of use for plot 11A.  

This project is in the consultancy phase. 

 

b) Bees Needs: A meeting is being held between John Morris from the Environment and 

Community Services Team, the Clerk and the Leisure Officer to establish the details of this 

possible project. 

 

c) The bench has now been refurbished and put back in place just off Brewery Hill. 

 

The meeting ended at 8.15 pm. 

      ………………...………………………………… 

         Chairman  


