
-30- 

 

Minutes of the monthly meeting of Bitton Parish Council held at the Community and 

Youth building, rear of Redfield Edge Primary School, High Street, Oldland Common 

on Tuesday 11 September 2018 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT:  Councillors:  J Allinson, R Allinson, M Bridge, R Coales, L Efthymiou,  

                                           S Hawking, P Hughes, J Ivens, V McNab, S Rickerby,  

                                           C Thompson and E Williams  

 

                       Officer:       Mrs S Robbins – Clerk 

 

The Chairman outlined the procedures for exit from the building in the event of an emergency 

 

107.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S Bromiley and A Thomas. 

 

108.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED  that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2018 be confirmed 

as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

109.  PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings held on 25 June, 16 July, 6 and 28 August 

were presented. 

 RESOLVED  that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

110.  ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Environment and Leisure Committee meeting held on 26 June 2018 were 

presented. 

 RESOLVED  that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

112.  YOUTH COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Youth Committee meeting held on 19 July 2018 were presented. 

 RESOLVED  that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

113.  OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS APPROPRIATE 

TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

a.  Councillor R Coales; noted that the new bus stop at The Cherry Tree, Oldland Common 

had been installed but the real time information board did not work.  Also, the temporary bus 

stop at High Street (outside the Dentists’ Surgery) should be removed. 

 RESOLVED  that Councillor P Hughes would take these points up with South 

Gloucestershire Council. 

 

114.  CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported the installation of a new notice board outside Oldland Village Club at 

West Street.  She reported on the successful opening of the phone box library at Westcourt 
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Drive, Oldland Common by local author Sue Lewis, which had been well attended.  She gave 

notice of the West of England Rural network Annual General Meeting on 18 September.  She 

referred to contact from The Sir Bernard Lovell School asking if Councillors felt that the 

display of banners outside the school would give rise to complaints. 

 RESOLVED  that the Clerk reply to The Sir Bernard Lovell School saying 

Councillors supported the display of banners and had no recollection of objections previously.  

 

115.  APPLICATIONS FOR SMALL GRANTS 

 

Councillors J Allinson, R Allinson, L Efthymiou and S Rickerby all declared an interest in an 

application for a grant submitted by the Unity Methodist Church, Oldland Common.  They all 

remained at the meeting during discussion of this item. 

 

The Council had received an application for a grant of £100 from the Unity Oldland 

Methodist Church towards the cost of equipment for its Community Support Group.  The 

Clerk pointed out that grants should not be awarded for the promotion of publicity of religious 

matters but the Council was assured by those present that this would not be the case. 

 RESOLVED  that a grant of £100 be awarded. 

  

116.  COMMUNITY AND YOUTH BUILDING 

The Clerk reported an agreement had been reached with Caroline Aqui and Heather Tatton 

that they would take over bookings for the Community and Youth building from 1 September 

2018, so enabling casual bookings to be accepted, subject to principles laid down by 

Councillors.   

The building had been used as the HQ for a long distance bike ride over the previous 

weekend, which had gone well: the organisers were seeking to hire the building in May 2019 

for a further event. 

The Clerk reported that this week would see the first anniversary of the Friendship & Exercise 

sessions held in the building. 

The Clerk listed a number of small problems that were being experienced with the building. 

The Clerk reported on a meeting she had attended about the proposed fencing around the 

building.  The Wellsway Multi Academy Trust felt they should not contribute to the fencing 

around the Council’s building as they derived no benefit: the Clerk had argued the point and 

this was being taken further.  It had been proposed that the Council take over from the 

Wellsway Multi Academy Trust the triangle of land to the south of the building before the Sir 

Bernard Lovell School playing fields: this could easily be fenced off which it was suggested 

could be of benefit to both parties. 

Councillor S Rickerby reported further on options for an internet connection for the building. 

 RESOLVED  a.  that the Clerk accept the booking for the HQ of the bike race in 

May 2019. 

 b.  that the Clerk contact the contractors K P Wilton asking that the problems be 

rectified. 

 c.  that the Clerk confirm to K P Wilton that bollards were no longer required 

along the access drive as the erection of the fence would preclude this being necessary. 

 d.  that, if other parties agreed, the Council take over the lease for the area of land 

south of its building from the Wellsway Multi Academy  Trust, so negating the need for 

bollards on the approach to its site along the drive. 

 e.  that the Clerk meet possible internet providers to discuss the options. 
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117.  PARISH PLAYSCHEME – SUMMER 2018 

 

The Clerk reported on another very successful playscheme.  This was noted. 

 

118.  DATES FOR MEETINGS 2019 

 

The Clerk had circulated a list of possible dates for meetings, etc in 2019. 

 RESOLVED  that, subject to the change of the meeting proposed for 13 May to 

be held on 20 May, the list be agreed. 

 

119.  REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE, BITTON 

 

The Council had been invited to send a representative to lay a wreath at the Remembrance 

Day service at St Mary’s Church, Bitton on 11 November. 

 RESOLVED  a.  that Councillor J Allinson attend the service on behalf of the 

Council. 

 b.  that the Clerk arrange for a wreath for her to lay. 

 

120.  TRAFFIC ORDERS, OLDLAND COMMON AND NORTH COMMON 

 

The Council received from South Gloucestershire Council details of its consultation on the 

statutory notice regarding proposed waiting restrictions in Oldland Common and North 

Common.  It was questioned why Quantock Close was not included in the list of roads. 

 RESOLVED  that the Clerk establish why Quantock Close was not included. 

 

121.  SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL – EQUALITIES PLAN 

 

The Council received from South Gloucestershire Council details of its consultation on the 

review of its Equalities Plan 2019 – 2022.   

 RESOLVED  that Councillors respond individually to the consultation. 

 

122.  DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ABUSE STRATEGY 

 

The Council received from South Gloucestershire Council details of its consultation on its 

draft Domestic Violence and Abuse Strategy.  This was noted. 

 

123.  TREE PRESERVATION ORDER, GOLDEN VALLEY LANE, BITTON 

 

The Council received notification from South Gloucestershire Council of a new Tree 

Preservation Order in respect of land east of Golden Valley Lane, Bitton.  This was noted. 

 

124.  REVIEW OF MEMBER AWARDED FUNDING 

 

The Council received from South Gloucestershire Council details of its review of Member 

Awarded Funding.   

 RESOLVED  that the Clerk respond on behalf of the Council. 

 

125.  CLOSE FARM SURGERY, VICTORIA ROAD, NORTH COMMON 

 

The Council was notified by NHS England of an application offering unforeseen benefits in 

respect of Close Farm Surgery, Victoria Road, North Common. 
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 RESOLVED  that the Clerk reply stating that the Council supported the proposals 

for additional services provided that this would not be to the detriment of other pharmacies in 

the parish. 

 

126.  RENEWAL OF INSURANCE POLICY 

 

The Council had received an invitation to renew its insurance policy. 

 RESOLVED  that the policy with Hiscox be renewed at a cost of £1,411.38. 

 

127.  PARKING IN FAIRWAY CLOSE & GLENWOOD DRIVE 

 

The Council had received correspondence from a local resident complaining about poor parking 

along Fairway Close, Glenwood Drive and Westcourt Drive.  This was discussed.  It was stated 

that other had gone into the matter at great length but no solution had been found as the police 

were reluctant to take any action in such circumstances. 

 RESOLVED  that the Clerk reply accordingly. 

 

128.  AVON LOCAL COUNCILS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

The Council had received notice of the Annual General Meeting of the Avon Local Councils’ 

Association. 

 RESOLVED  that Councillor J Allinson would attend on behalf of the Council. 

 

129.  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation. 

 RESOLVED  that the accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.45pm. 

       ………………………………………… 

         Chairman 

 

 


