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Minutes of a meeting of the Monthly Meeting of Bitton Parish Council held at the 

Community and Youth Building, rear of Redfield Edge Primary School, High Street, 

Oldland Common on Tuesday 14 January 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT:   Councillors:  J Allinson, M Bridge, R Coales, P Collins, L Efthymiou,  

S Hawking, P Hughes, S Nash, K Prewett,  

 

            Officer: Mrs K Fry – Clerk 

 

  There were 2 members of the public present. 

 

The Chairman outlined the procedures for exit from the building in the event of an emergency 

 

195.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Rickerby, Thomas and Williams. 

 

196.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 December 2019 be 

confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

197.  PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 9 December 2019 and 6 January 

2020 were presented. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

198.  ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Environment and Leisure Committee meeting held on 26 November 2019 

were presented. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

199. OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS APPROPRIATE 

TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

A Aldous was welcomed to the meeting.  He read out several points to the council to illustrate 

his concerns about flooding along the A431 and adjacent land in Swineford.  The A431 floods 

throughout the whole length of Swineford and the road needs to be closed for safety reasons.  

In October 2000 there was a proposal to install flood gates and in 2013/14 South 

Gloucestershire Council set money aside in the budget for this.  A Aldous would like to know 

where the gates are and what the long term plans are if it becomes impassable due to flooding.  

He also raised concerns with regards to the traffic being diverted along the A431 once the 

proposed 18 tonne limit is placed on Cleveland Bridge and also the 15 tonne limit on 

Newbridge.  A Aldous is concerned that BANES are making decisions without a thought to 

South Gloucestershire Council or keeping them informed. 

 RESOLVED  a) Councillor P Hughes will follow up why the flood gates  

    haven’t been installed as yet. 

    b) the Clerk to write to BANES and South Gloucestershire  

    Council with these concerns 
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Councillor Efthymiou reported that the brambles were extremely overgrown on the grass 

verge between Henfield Crescent and Brooklea.  

 RESOLVED the Clerk to contact Streetcare. 

 

Councillor Hughes was pleased to report that the real time information was now working at 

the Cherry Tree bus stop. 

 

Councillor Hughes reported he was to meet with James Freeman from First Bus with regards 

to the cancelling of the 19 bus.  This was a commercial decision.  He will report back at the 

next Full Council meeting. 

 

200. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

 

The clerk reported that the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders are now on the 

website.  She also reported that the noticeboard for Avon Valley Railway was on order with a 

4 week lead time. 

 

201. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AT OTHER MEETINGS 

 

Councillor Allinson reported that she had turned up to the Community Engagement Forum 

but hadn’t been notified it had been cancelled.  The new date for the meeting is 27 February 

2020.  An agenda with full details and location will be distributed soon. 

 

202.  CLERKS REPORT 

 

The clerk reported the following: 

 

1. Rosalyn Dodsworth has decided to decline the offer of Leisure Officer due to personal 

circumstances.  A further advert has been placed with the closing date of 17 January 

2020. 

2. The bus shelter at Cherry Gardens is pencilled in for replacement w/c 27 January 

2020. 

3. The January newsletter is in print and will be distributed by the end of the month. 

4. Allotment rents are coming in with a few to chase.  We have been given back a 

number of plots. 

5. She has been successful in booking a cornet player for the VE Day celebrations.  She 

reported that the caterers were booked for afternoon tea and that the invitation has 

been sent out in the Newsletter and will be posted on the noticeboards and the Week-

In. 

6. The telephone box on Bath Road is waiting for BT to remove the electricity before we 

are allowed to remove it.  This is a lengthy process and may take a few weeks. 

7. She had been contacted by a resident of the new Bitton Mill development with regards 

to the fencing being removed between the houses and the pound ground.   

8. She reported on correspondence received with regards to nominations to send a 

representative to the Royal Garden party.  Councillors were encouraged to think of a 

representative to nominate. 

 RESOLVED  to forward the email from the resident to Councillor P Hughes to 

respond. 
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203.  COMMUNITY & YOUTH BUILDING 

 

The clerk reported that we had managed to secure a bursary of £500 towards fees for our 

youth worker to gain her Level 2 and 3 qualification.  

 

The clerk reported that the planning application is underway for the proposed car park at the 

front of the building.  This will be circulated once validated. 

 

She reported that the Youth Leader will increase subs from February 2020. 

 

204.  AITCHINSON FIELD 

 

The clerk reported that the application for the proposed change of use of land from allotment 

to playground has been validated and can be found under P20/00393/F on the South 

Gloucestershire Council planning portal. 

 

205.  COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

 

Councillor R Coales reported that we currently have a vacancy after A Coales has had to step 

down.  The clerk reported that notices will be placed in the ward of the vacancy from 15 

January 2020.  Electors have until 4 February 2020 to apply to the Returning Officer.  If no 

request for an election is received, the Parish Council can fill the vacancy by co-option. 

 

Councillors expressed their thanks to A Coales for all her hard work for the council. 

 

206.  COMPLAINTS POLICY 

 

The clerk had circulated the revised Complaints Policy for review. 

 RESOLVED to go ahead with the amendments and the clerk to ensure these are 

posted on the website. 

 

207.  FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 1.4.19 – 31.12.19 

 

The Clerk circulated the financial report for the period 1.4.19 – 31.12.19.  This was noted. 

 

208.  ANNUAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE PARISH OF BITTON 2020 

 

Councillors discussed arrangements for the Annual Assembly for the Parish of Bitton 2020. 

 RESOLVED that the meeting be held at 7pm on Tuesday 14 April 2020. 

 

209.  PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation.  

 RESOLVED that the accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the 

Chairman. 

  

 

      ……………………………………………. 

  

        Chairman 

The meeting ended at 8.22 pm.  


