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9 April 2020 

 

APRIL BULLETIN 

 

Clerks Report 

 

Precept will be paid as normal and we will receive our first 2020 payment at the end of April. 

 

Most of my time over the next month or so will be spent dealing with the External Audit.  At the 

present time, all timescales still stand, and no extension has been given.  Therefore, this needs to be 

signed off by the Chair by the end of June.  I have arranged to meet with the Internal Auditor at the 

end of April who need to complete their section of internal practices first.  I will keep you all updated 

along the way. 

 

Fencing 

 

Councillor Hughes and I attended a Skype meeting to discuss the installation of the fencing.  The 

fencing has been ordered and the aim is for this to be complete by the end of May but this may slip 

with the current restrictions put in place.  Please see attached the minutes written by Tom Bell from 

SGC. 

 

Aitchinson Field 

 

I have received a 3rd quote from Sutcliffe Play.  This will now be put on hold until we are able to hold 

a meeting with local residents. 

 

Allotments 

 

I have contacted all plot holders on both sites of the allotments informing them of the National 

Allotment Associations advice on social distancing.  I have received complaints from several 

residents over the last 2 weekends with people not observing the rules.  I will continue to monitor the 

situation and guidance. 

 

Community Building 

 

There are now no activities being held at the Community Building.  The heating has been switched 

off and the bin collections have been suspended until further notice.  The cleaners have also stopped 

and will recommence once the building is open.  I will continue to do weekly checks whilst the 

shutdown is ongoing. 

 

Councillor Bridge has contacted the contractor with regards to the car park and is still waiting on a 

reply.  The planning permission has been approved with a change to the position of the bike rack.  

They felt that the proposal for the new bike rack would be too close to the disabled parking bay.  We 
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have agreed to change this to the side of the building by the comms room and will need to arrange 

for this to be tarmacked to house this. 

 

Staffing 

 

I have contacted ALCA and spoken with Greg Evans at South Gloucestershire Council and as we are 

a local authority we do not qualify for furlough.  Anyone paid from the government purse, which 

includes Parish Council precept, should continue to receive full pay.  All youth club staff are covered 

in this. 

 

Youth Club 

 

An incident happened at the youth club on Friday 13th March.  I attach Barry’s report for you to read.  

Barry messaged me late on Friday evening letting me know what had happened.  The incident resulted 

in 2 door handles being ripped off, the tap in the gents toilet hanging off, toilet paper thrown on the 

ceiling and Gills rear window of her car being smashed. 

 

I attended the community building on the Saturday and arranged for all of the damage to be fixed and 

I cleaned up Gill’s glass from her car.  Gill couldn’t afford to pay for her excess to get the windscreen 

repaired.  In consultation with Councillor Coales, I gave her the money to cover this. 

 

Since then it seems that Gill has been being targeted with rubbish being thrown over her driveway 

and this week having eggs thrown at her house.  She is in contact with the police over this as she has 

suspicions on who it may be. 

 

The staff are holding virtual classes via Zoom for young people to attend if they wish.  

 

Friendship & Exercise 

 

Spencer has suspended his classes until further notice but will continue to remain in touch with those 

that attend to keep them active. 

 

Website 

 

The deadline of 30 September 2020 still stands for the Website Accessibility Regulations.  We have 

a duty to be compliant.  Our provider currently covers Hanham Parish Council, Hanham Abbots 

Parish Council and Siston Parish Council.  He hasn’t been replying to any of our emails and we all 

believe that this is because he is unable to do what is expected of him.  NALC recommend a company 

called Aubergine who specialise in Parish Council Websites and they have given us a quote and a 

sizeable discount if we are all on board.  This is something that I will be putting to the Chair and Vice 

Chair over the coming week.  Both Hanham Parish Council’s have given them the go ahead. 

 

Planning Applications 

 

Planning applications are still coming in for Parish Council comment.  These are being circulated to 

the Planning Committee and decisions are being made via email.  I will continue to send out the 

decisions received and all of the planning applications we have commented on to coincide with the 

days we should be meeting.  As long as 4 councillors comment on them we are quorate. 

 

VE Day 

 

We have been lucky to secure a grant for £1800 to cover our VE Day celebrations.  I have ordered 

the bench and will go ahead with the installation of this.  The afternoon tea is postponed until later in 

the year, maybe to coincide with VJ Day if restrictions are lifted by August. 

 

 



Financial Report 

 

Please find attached a copy of the Financial Report on the Council’s finances for the year 1.4.19 – 

31.3.20.  

 

I have separated Friendship & Exercise from the list on incoming and outgoing as this was making 

the community building spend look way over budget.  We have also paid for the replacement bus 

shelter and will be receiving this back from the insurance company. 

 

If you have any queries regarding the financial report, please contact me. 

 

Accounts for Payment 

 

Attached is a list of the accounts for payment for April which will be put to the Chair and Vice Chair 

for approval. 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe  

 

Kelly Fry 

Clerk 


