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MAY BULLETIN 

 

Clerk’s Report 

 

As the lockdown continues there are certain aspects of the council that need to be agreed and signed 

off within certain timescales.  The aim is for our meeting in June to go ahead virtually and I will 

update you with how this will happen next week. 

 

Resident complaints have risen, this can be anything from emptying bins, fly tipping, overgrown 

hedges or unworked allotment plots.  This will be ongoing whilst in lockdown as everyone has more 

time on their hands. 

 

North Common Village hall are experiencing gangs of youths gathering, littering and racing around 

the car park.  The police are monitoring the situation and residents are asked to ring 101 and take 

down number plates and pass them on. 

 

Internal Audit 

 

The internal audit is being done differently this year.  I spent a week having to scan in lots of 

documents and email them to the internal audit team.  Recommendations came back on how we report 

S137 payments with the need to split them differently from our CIL payments.  I have taken this on 

board and have agreed a form for future audits.  It was also recommended that we think of changing 

the capped limit of £200 on grants.  I will add this to the agenda for our next meeting to discuss this 

further. 

 

The external auditor PKJ Littlejohn has announced that the statutory guidelines will be moved back 

by two months.  Therefore, accounts are to be approved and published by 31 August at the latest.  The 

final audited accounts and external auditor report to be published by 20 November 2020. 

 

Annual Assembly 

 

The Annual Assembly will now not take place for 2020.  The next will be held in 2021. 

 

Annual Meeting (AGM) 

 

The AGM with the re-election of officers will take place on 9 June 2020 virtually (further details to 

follow).  As agreed last year Councillor Erica Williams will become Chair with Councillor Jane 

Allinson as Vice-Chair.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clerk.bittonpc@outlook.com


Website 

 

It has now been established that our current provider Adam Phillips Design will be unable to ensure 

we are compliant for website accessibility regulations coming into force for Sept 2020.    

 

Three of the local parish clerks have been working together (Claire HAPC, Nicola HPC and BPC, 

all with AJP Design) to try to find an acceptable replacement.  We all attended a Zoom meeting 

with a new company and they are able to offer a good discount as the three of us are moving 

together.  They are fully up to date with security protocols and are recommended by the Society of 

Local Council Clerks.  I won’t bore you with the technical details but there is a lot of work the 

clerks have to do as well to provide information for the new site 

 

We plan to move to a gov.uk email address for security reasons and additional benefits to 

councillors down the line.  We will try to get AJP design to transfer ownership of domains to the 

individual parish councils and migrate platforms.  If he does not do this willingly (as we are leaving 

him) there is a validation process we can follow but this will take time.   

 

It is anticipated that it will take a month for the new website to be finalised. We are all going for a 

similar formatted web site so we can help each other loading documents if any one of us is 

struggling however there will be individual drop downs for each parish with individual events etc.  

 

Once this is done I will get training on how to load documents onto our new website, however there 

will be a quarterly check from the provider on our site to make sure anything we add is compliant to 

the regulations.  New documents have to be Accessible Word and PDF documents.  With this in 

mind I have booked myself on an online training session with the Society of Local Council Clerks 

for 26 May 2020, the cost is £30.00 plus vat. for an hour and a half event.     

 

Fencing 

 

Due to the current situation, C&R Fencing have suspended operations.  They hope to now start this 

around July time.  

 

Aitchinson Field 

 

Still on hold. 

 

Allotments 

 

We are currently full on both of our sites.  We have been inundated with requests for allotment plots 

and have a very healthy waiting list.   

 

Councillor Bridge made me aware that the wall at Redfield Hill has become unstable, with ivy 

needing to be removed and the wall re-concreted.  I will start getting quotes from available builders 

for its repair. 

 

We had a plot at North Street that we were unable to let due to it be allowed to get extremely 

overgrown.  Some other tenants at the site have kindly cleared this plot, rotavated it and got it to a 

position where we were able to now let it.  I have agreed that we will get rid of the rubbish that was 

created by them doing this.  There really is a community feel at this allotment site. It looks amazing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Building 

 

Greenwood Surfacing were given the go ahead and have nearly completed work on the car park.  I 

attach some progress photographs for you. Apart from a couple of snagging issues, all that is left to 

do is the white line and marking of the disabled bay which will be completed Tuesday of next week.  

We included the area at the side of the building within the works to house the new bike shed.  I will 

look into options for the bike shed over the next few weeks. 

 

Youth Club 

 

The staff are continuing to hold virtual classes via Zoom for young people to attend if they wish. 

Unfortunately, Barry lost his mother in law and he has been struggling not being able to go out.  I 

have been keeping in touch with him every couple of days to make sure he is ok. 

 

Gill has been continuing with her training with Southern Brookes virtually and all is going well. 

 

VE Day 

 

We have received the grant for the VE Day celebrations.  All attendees were contacted informing 

them of the postponement.  This will be rearranged for later in the year.   

 

The licence for the installation of the commemorative bench has been completed and underground 

searches taken place. 

 

The plaque for the bench has been ordered and will arrive with the bench.  There is a delay in the 

production of this due to the shutdown. 

 

Playscheme 

 

We are still without a venue for the summer playscheme.  Cherry Gardens are unsure if there building 

works will be going ahead but also raised the concerns on social distancing for the children if they 

were open and we were to hold it there. 

 

CIL 

 

We have received the 2020/21 payment for CIL for £10,723.46.  It has been agreed with the Chairman 

to put this towards Aitchinson Field as we haven’t allowed for fencing within our budget.  We are 

now no longer accepting CIL applications. 

 

Policies 

 

I have reviewed the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and GDPR policies ready for approval at 

the next meeting. 

 

Accounts for Payment 

 

Attached is a list of the accounts for payment for May which will be put to the Chair and Vice Chair 

for approval. 

 

 

 

 

Stay safe  

 

Kelly Fry 

Clerk 


