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Minutes of the monthly meeting of Bitton Parish Council held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday 14 

July 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: J Allinson, M Bridge, R Coales, P Collins, 

L Efthymiou, S Hawking, P Hughes, S Nash,  

S Rickerby, K Scudamore, E Williams 

 

   Officer : Mrs K Fry – Clerk 

 

   There was also one member of the public present. 

 

 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and explained the meeting etiquette.    

 

25.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Prewett and Thomas.  None were received from 

Councillor Hindson. 

  

26. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED that the following amendments be made 

• The minutes to be amended to show the Annual General Meeting 

• Councillor J Allinson to be removed from North Common Village Hall Outside Bodies list 

 

27. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The decisions made from the Planning Committee since 1 June 2020 were circulated. 

 RESOLVED that Councillor Nash be added to planning applications P20/10636/F and 

P20/10846/TRE 

 

28. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND OUTSTANDING ITEMS 

 

The clerk reported that the pavement on the corner of North Street is still outstanding and she will 

continue to chase South Gloucestershire Council Footpaths team for them to take a look. 

 

Councillor Coales noted that the VE day bench looked great. This was echoed by Councillor Collins. 

 

29. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AT OTHER MEETINGS 

 

Councillor Allinson advised that she had attended a Creative Youth Network as the representative from 

Bitton Parish Council.  She reported they are finding it difficult to liaise with young people virtually and 

are looking at outreach.  The beat team are looking at what they can do for the anti-social behaviour 

happening in the area.  She reported that the reporting that Barry gives to Creative Youth should fall in 

line with the same reporting that he reports to the parish to enable him to only supply one style of data. 

She suggested looking at ways to relaunch the South Gloucestershire Council Youth Parliament.  It was 

suggested we look at ways to relaunch the youth club when it is next safe to open. 

 RESOLVED the clerk to arrange for a virtual Youth Committee Meeting. 
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Councillor Bridge advised he had attended the ALCA AGM.  He explained the debate they held with 

regards to extending the online meetings beyond May 2021.  He reported that the fees are likely to 

increase next year and that if ALCA were not in existence and we joined Gloucestershire then our fees 

would now be double. 

 RESOLVED the clerk to note this for when the budget is set. 

 

Councillor Williams reported that if you currently receive food parcels from South Gloucestershire 

Council that unless you have notified the Council by 17 July 2020 your food parcels will cease.  If any 

residents contact the parish council with regards to this to direct them in Councillor Williams direction. 

 

30.  OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS APPROPRIATE TO 

ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

A member of the public addressed the council with regards to the temporary bus stop outside the United 

Reformed Church.  They asked when it is likely to get a bus shelter. 

 RESOLVED the clerk to make enquiries and respond to them within the next 7 days. 

 

A member of the public asked for an update on the issue raised with regards to plot numbers at North 

Street allotments.  The clerk reported that all allotment holders have been notified that it is a requirement 

to display the numbers.  The clerk reported when the tenancy agreement is issued later in the year it will 

be advised that it is a requirement. 

 

A member of the public asked for an update on the issue raised with regards to fruit trees on North Street 

allotment site. 

 RESOLVED the clerk to respond back to the resident. 

 

31. DELEGATED DECISIONS 

 

The clerk circulated the list of delegated decisions since 9 June 2020.  This was noted. 

 

32. CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The clerk reported the following: - 

 

1. After many hours the website is now finalised.  There will be 2 running whilst we wait for 

Fasthosts to change over to the new address.  A forwarder has been placed on the old website now 

directing to the new.   

2. Warmley skatepark has now been signed off and the retention paid.  All insurance will now 

become the responsibility of Siston Parish Council for the next 10 years. 

3. The audit documents have all been sent to the external auditor and all notices have been displayed 

for public rights. 

4. The fencing at the building is almost complete.  The gates are now in with concerns that they 

aren’t big enough for emergency services to enter.  The footpath around the back of the building is 

also not suitable for accessibility.   

RESOLVED the clerk to meet with Tom Bell from South Gloucestershire Council to 

review the gates and the footpath. 

5. The clerk reported she had been attending the building for the last 5 weekends clearing up broken 

glass and rubbish so the school children using the building didn’t harm themselves.  On one of 

those visits’ youths have been on the top of the building and damaged a roof tile and dislodged the 

tiles at the apex of the roof.  She advised she has contacted KP Wilton to go back and fix the roof 

as they still hold tiles. 
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6. The clerk met with the Beat Team and the Community Safety Team to discuss the anti-social 

behaviour at the community building.  They recommended turning the lights off and the Wi-Fi off 

when the building is not in use.  The clerk will turn this off for the summer period.  The clerk 

raised the issue of installing CCTV and they felt this wasn’t needed at the present time and to wait 

to see if the behaviour still arises now the fence is in place. 

7. The clerk reported that she received a letter from a resident with regards to purchasing allotment 

land at North Street.  As allotment land is protected then this isn’t an option. 

RESOLVED the clerk to write back to the resident advising them of the above. 

8. The clerk advised the council of her holiday dates. 

9. The clerk reported that she had been receiving numerous complaints from a resident against the 

council.  She had contacted ALCA for some advice and they recommended that we implement a 

Vexatious Complaints Policy.  This had been circulated to all Councillors. 

RESOLVED as this isn’t an Agenda item to discuss this with the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman for implementation under delegated decisions. 

 

33. TO AUTHORISE THE COUNCILS FINANCES FOR THE PERIOD 1.4.20 – 30.6.20 

 

The clerk circulated a financial report for the period 1.4.20 – 30.6.20.  This was noted. 

 

Councillor Coales asked the clerk where the grant had come from.  The clerk advised this had come from 

South Gloucestershire Council for costs towards the VE day celebrations. 

 

Councillor Coales asked what the earmarked CIL money was for.  The clerk reported that this was for the 

new playpark at Redfield Hill and towards the cost of the fencing around the community building. 

 

Councillor Coales asked the council if they were still happy for him to sign off the quarterly statements. 

 RESOLVED that Councillor Coales continue to sign these off. 

 

The clerk reported that the VAT for 2019/20 has been received. 

 

34. TO CONSIDER THE COUNCIL’S EQUALITY & DIVERSITY POLICY 

 

The clerk had circulated the Equality & Diversity Policy for the Council for consideration. 

 RESOLVED to approve in principle but to check for policies they make reference to and to 

remove the Dignity at Work section.   

 

35. TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S GRANTS PROCEDURE 

 

Following guidance from the Internal Auditor with regards to the limits on the grants available to the 

parish, the clerk had circulated the Grants Procedure for the Council for review.   

 RESOLVED to add an additional point to the policy asking them to advise us within 6 months 

how the money has been spent and to return a monitoring report form. 

 

36. TO REVIEW THE COUNCIL’S DATA PROTECTION POLICY 

 

The clerk had circulated the council’s Data Protection Policy for reviews. 

 RESOLVED to adopt in principle but to check the policy references. 
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37. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation. 

 RESOLVED that the accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the Chairman. 

 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.56 pm 

 

 

        Chairman – 08.09.2020 
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 RESOLVED that members of the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of 

business on the grounds that it is likely, in view of their nature, that if members of the public are present 

during these items, there will be a disclosure to them of exempt information as defined in Section 100.I of 

the Local Government Act, 1972, such information being within the description of paragraph 8 of the Act. 

 

 

38. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

 

The clerk advised that a resident has taken their complaint to Stage 2.   

 RESOLVED that Councillor Williams and Councillor Allinson deal with this stage. 

 

The clerk reported that she had spoken with the National Allotment Association with regards to the 

complaints received from a local resident.  She asked the question on the 12 month rule whereby the 

council needs to give 12 months’ notice to an allotment holder for any amendments and can we give the 

same notice period if we don’t want to renew their tenancy agreement.  The National Allotment 

Association said that we can.  They felt that there are too many complaints being received for this tenancy 

to continue and that the tenant isn’t compatible to the allotment site. They advised that we can’t give 

notice during the planting season, which is between the 6 April and 29 September, but we can after.   

 RESOLVED the clerk to send the resident a letter on 29 September 2020 advising her of the 

above. 

 

The clerk reported that Councillor Thomas has reached his 6 months absence and he has requested in 

writing an extension to this. 

 RESOLVED to allow him an extension for a further 6 months. 

 

The clerk reported the outcome of the Redfield Hill playpark consultation.  She has received 6 replies 

from residents.  2 were in support of the playpark and 3 emails expressed their concern on the anti-social 

behaviour with concerns of the equipment being used and one requesting that it is locked.  

 

The clerk reported the difference in the quotes received for the fencing.  One shows high fencing all the 

way round with rospa gates and one shows it with fencing partly round with a lower fence at the front.   

RESOLVED  a) to have all high fencing around to enable us to lock it in the future if the 

need arises. 

 b) to award the fencing quote to CR Fencing. 

 

The clerk reported that she has received quotes for the removal of debris from the site before they begin.  

The quotes vary hugely with that given by Wicksteed. 

 RESOLVED to award the quote to CR Belcher as long as the appropriate Waste Carrier Licence 

is held. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.56 pm 

 

 

  

        Chairman – 08.09.2020 

 


