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Minutes of the monthly meeting of Bitton Parish Council held virtually via Zoom on Tuesday 8 

September 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: J Allinson, R Coales, P Collins, 

L Efthymiou, P Hughes, S Nash,  

S Rickerby, K Scudamore, E Williams 

 

   Officer : Mrs K Fry – Clerk 

 

 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and explained the meeting etiquette.    

 

46.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bridge, Hawking, Hindson and Thomas.    

  

47. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2020 be confirmed as a record and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 

48. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The decisions made from the Planning Committee since 13 July 2020 were circulated. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

49. DELEGATED DECISIONS 

 

The clerk circulated the list of delegated decisions since 14 July 2020.  This was noted. 

 

50. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND OUTSTANDING ITEMS 

 

The clerk reported that the public right of way pavement around the back of the community building has 

now been re-stoned with finer stone making it more accessible.  She reported that the gate recently 

installed at the community and youth building is too small for emergency vehicles to gain access.   After 

discussion with C&R Fencing a new gate with a bigger lever has been ordered and will be installed as 

soon as it arrives in the warehouse. 

 

51.   OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS APPROPRIATE TO 

ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

Councillor Coales gave thanks to the Council for their warm wishes and flowers sent which has helped 

the family a great deal.  The Chairman sent best wishes and deepest sympathy from all at Bitton Parish 

Council. 

 

52. TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO THE COMMUNITY BUILDING 

 

The clerk asked for the councils’ thoughts on re-opening of the building in light of the current restrictions.   

 RESOLVED the clerk to go ahead and allow the groups back in upto 15 people following ACRE 

guidance as long as a risk assessment is provided and that a thorough clean is carried out after each use.   

 RESOLVED the clerk to provide a COVID risk assessment for the Council.  
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53. TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO THE YOUTH CLUB 

 

Councillor Rickerby gave an overview of the Youth Meeting held on 7 September 2020.  She discussed 

the proposal to do detached work on a Wednesday and then use the community building on a Friday as 

long as they have signed up to this on the Wednesday.  They have a risk assessment from CYN that they 

could adopt to our own detached work.  They will look to start this from 2 October 2020. 

 RESOLVED to make a slow start with the detached work starting on a Wednesday and then see 

what response they get and build this slowly.  The clerk to arrange for relevant PPE required and to 

receive a risk assessment from the Youth Leader before commencement. 

 

54. CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The clerk reported that a £10,000 grant has been received from South Gloucestershire Council.  As we 

receive Small Business Rate relief on the community building, we were eligible to apply.  She reported 

that we have requested that the funds kept in the holding account at South Gloucestershire Council from 

the Save our Green Spaces campaign and also the New Homes Grant be released to go towards the cost of 

Redfield Hill Playpark.   Work is to commence on Redfield Hill Playpark on Monday 14 September.  The 

site is being cleared and the equipment installation to commence the first week of October. 

 

There was a break in on two houses on the entrance to North Street Allotments.  The culprits had also 

been in sheds on the allotment site, but nothing has been reported as being stolen.  The clerk has 

reinstated the padlock on the entrance gate to the site. 

 

The clerk reported that she is reluctant to take on new projects whilst looking to achieve her CiLCA.  The 

time involved is over 200 hours of work and the deadline for registering under this current program is 

December 2020. 

 RESOLVED the Clerk to register and to concentrate on achieving this over the next year. 

 

The clerk reported that she hadn’t heard back from PKJ Littlejohn as yet with their audit findings.  She 

will inform the council once received. 

 

The clerk reported that she had received an email from Wessex Water with regards to re-exploring the 

bridge option for wastewater treatment. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to speak with Brian Glason from Strategic Planning and report 

back.   

 

55.  TO CONSIDER JOINING THE STEERING GROUP WITH OLDLAND PARISH 

COUNCIL AND CREATING A JOINT PARISH FORUM FOR CYCLING AND WALKING AS 

A SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT INITIATIVE 

 

Oldland Parish Council have created a Joint Parish Forum for Cycling and Walking being a Sustainable 

Transport Initiative within the community and are looking at neighbouring Parishes to join them.   

 RESOLVED the clerk to contact Oldland Parish Council and put forward our interest and to 

nominate a representative at the next meeting. 
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56. TO CONSIDER AN ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE CLERK’S ASSISTANT / LEISURE 

OFFICER 

 

Councillor Coales requested that this is looked into and an advertisement be created.  The clerk felt it 

wasn’t the right time to advertise for a replacement with the current restrictions and the taking on of 

CiLCA.   

 RESOLVED the clerk to look at Clerk’s Assistant Vacancy wording and forward around to 

Councillors for their opinions. 

 

57. COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

 

The Council noted the resignation received from Councillor Prewett and thanked her for her time given to 

the Parish Council.  The notice advertising the vacancy has been placed on the noticeboards and website 

from 8th September 2020 to 28 September 2020.  If no request for an election is received, the Parish 

Council can fill the position via a co-option. 

 

58. 2021 MEETING DATES 

 

The meeting dates for 2021 were circulated.  These were noted. 

 

59. ENVIRONMENT & LEISURE COMMITTEE BUDGET 

 

The Environment and Leisure Committee will meet virtually on 22 September 2020 at 7.30pm where the 

2021/22 budget will be discussed. 

 

60. TO CONSIDER THE COUNCIL’S SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 

 

The clerk had circulated the Social Media Policy. 

 RESOLVED that they be adopted and placed on the website. 

 

61. TO CONSDER THE COUNCIL’S PUBLICATON SCHEME 

 

The clerk had circulated the Council’s Publication Scheme. 

 RESOLVED that they be adopted and placed on the website. 

 

62. TO CONSIDER THE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR THE COMMUNITY BUILDING 

 

The clerk had circulated the Council’s Risk Assessment for the Community Building. 

 RESOLVED that they be adopted and used with immediate effect. 

 

63. APPLICATIONS FOR SMALL GRANTS 

 

To note that no applications for small grants were received. 

 

64. TO CONSIDER ATTENDANCE AT THE ST MARY’S BITTON REMEMBRANCE DAY 

SERVICE ON SUNDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 10.30AM 

 

Councillor Williams opened up the invitation to all of the Councillors to attend the Remembrance Day 

service.  It was agreed that she should attend and lay the wreath. 

 RESOLVED that the Clerk should arrange for a wreath. 
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65. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation. 

 RESOLVED that the accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the Chairman. 

 

The meeting ended at 8.35 pm 

……………………………… 

 

        Chairman  


