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Minutes of the monthly meeting of Bitton Parish Council held virtually via Zoom on 

Tuesday 10 November 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: J Allinson, M Bridge, R Coales, P Collins, 

L Efthymiou, S Hawking, P Hughes, S Nash, S Nash,  

S Rickerby, K Scudamore, A Thomas, E Williams 

 

   Officer : Mrs K Fry – Clerk 

 

   There was one member of the public present. 

 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and explained the meeting etiquette.    

 

99.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Hindson.    

 

100. WELCOME TO OUR NEW CO-OPTED COUNCILLOR 

 

The Chairman welcome Councillor Sue Nash to the meeting and the Council.  It was agreed 

that Councillor Sue Nash will join the Planning and Youth Committee. 

  

101. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 13 October 2020 be confirmed 

as a record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

102 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The decisions made from the Planning Committee since 13 October 2020 were circulated. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 
 

103. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND OUTSTANDING 

ITEMS 

 

The Clerk reported that she had contacted Streetcare with regards to the parking on double 

yellow lines and pavements outside of the Marina on the Keynsham Road.  They advised that 

this is illegal and should always be notified to the police in the first instance.  Councillor 

Williams advised she would also highlight this to Christopher Harris at South Gloucestershire 

Council. 

 

The Clerk reported that Councillor Hawking had contacted residents within Beech with 

regards to a replacement noticeboard and it was felt that it wasn’t needed.  The noticeboard in 

Upton Cheyney will continue to serve both. 
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104. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AT OTHER MEETINGS 

 

Councillor Williams reported that she is now part of the Food Cell team for South 

Gloucestershire Council. The purpose of the Food Cell is to oversee the strategic direction for 

reducing food insecurity in South Gloucestershire.  The aim is to try to reduce food poverty 

in the holidays and we need to be aware of difficulties to families within our parish.   

 

She reported that we had contacted the allotment tenants to see if they had any surplus 

produce if they would be kind enough to donate them to Juice Community Project.  We need 

to be looking out to families that are in need over the Christmas period.  Councillor Williams 

asked members to think of ways we could help during this time and forward them to either 

herself or the Clerk. 

 

105.   OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS 

APPROPRIATE TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

Councillor Collins reported that there had been a spate of burglaries in the Oldland Common, 

Willsbridge and Wick area and urged residents to be vigilant and report to the police. 

 

106. CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The clerk reported that the fencing at Redfield Edge had been vandalised over the weekend 

with the culprits cutting a fencing panel to allow themselves in.  Members of the public had 

become abusive to the staff that turned up to make the area secure.  Wellsway Trust will be 

looking into this further and will be making the site secure. 

 

The clerk reported that she had received several requests for a bin behind the community 

building with dog waste bags and general waste being thrown in the hedges. She reported that 

she has contacted Streetcare to see if it is something that they would consider but if they 

came back and wouldn’t, would it be something that the Parish Council would. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to contact Christy Spindler at South 

Gloucestershire Council.  As this is a public right of way this should fall under their remit. 

 

The Clerk reported that she is in the process of contacting all allotment holders with their new 

tenancy agreement and that these should be out by the end of the month. 

 

She reported that she had registered for her CILCA and has a year from 1 December 2020 to 

complete this. 

 

107. TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO THE COMMUNITY BUILDING 

 

Councillor Collins gave an update with regards to the cracks in the roof which have appeared 

since the heating has been turned off over lockdown.  KP Wilton looked at the ceiling and felt 

that this was due to the heating being switched off.  He will send us a quote with his price to 

fix this and repaint.  The Clerk reported that the heating has now been put back on at the 

lowest it will go and she is looking at a maintenance contract of the fans and heating if things 

should go wrong in the future. 
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108. TO CONSIDER MATTERS RELATING TO THE YOUTH CLUB 

 

The Clerk reported that 2 Youth Leaders are now back to work and out of their isolation 

period.  Outreach has only happened once due to sickness.  It has been agreed that once 

lockdown ends youth club will recommence on a Friday evening only with a group of 6 

young people.  Zoom sessions will still occur on a Wednesday. 

 

109. REDFIELD HILL PLAYPARK 
 

The Clerk reported that the fencing had been completed today.  Wicksteed attended and felt 

that the fencing had been installed incorrectly and a further meeting was to be arranged 

before the play equipment installation could commence. 
 

A discussion took place with regards to the name whether it be Aitchinson Field Playpark or 

Redfield Hill Playpark. 

 RESOLVED to call the park Redfield Hill Playpark and the Clerk to arrange the 

signage. 

  

110. TO CONSIDER PROVISION FOR FAMILIES IN THE CHRISTMAS 

HOLIDAYS AND TO COORDIANTE DONATIONS WITH CHURCHES AND 

COMMUNITY GROUPS 

 

Discussion took place into how the Parish Council can help whether we could purchase 

something from a wish list or whether we could make a financial contribution. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to enquire from the Juice Community Group and 

the Food Cell to see how we can help and report back. 

 

111. BUDGET FOR 2021/22 

 

The budget for 2020/21 was circulated.  Councillors are to consider the budget for approval 

in December’s Full Council meeting.   

 

Councillor Coales reported that during the current pandemic as a gesture of goodwill and 

whilst we obtained a high level of reserves that the precept be kept the same.  Thanks were 

given to the Clerk for her hard work in producing the budget. 

 

112. SWIFT SPORTS COACHING 

 

The Clerk had circulated the proposal received from Swift Sports Coaching.  The main aim 

for the Councillors was to reach out to as many children as possible during half term. 

 RESOLVED to book for February half term for the whole week with package 2. 

 

113. CORRESPONDENCE FROM SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL 

 

The Clerk had circulated the South Gloucestershire Council budget and savings programme 

consultation 2021/22.  It was agreed that councillors should respond individually. 
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114. REPORT FROM SALLY PATTISON ON TREE PLANTING WITHIN THE 

PARISH 

 

The Clerk circulated a report from Sally Pattison on the tree planting in Bitton Parish.  This 

was welcomed.   

 

Councillor Hughes praised the work of the planting in Bitton and Oldland Parish.  A new 

hedge is to be planted on the Pound Ground and any volunteers wanting to help were more 

than welcome.  Now is the time through this month and December for tree planting if anyone 

knew of any area with a need for trees or wildflower meadows to let him know.   

 

Thanks were given to Councillor Hughes for all his efforts in this scheme. 

 

Councillor Steve Nash reported that his work were driving forward an initiative “I dig trees” 

and he was happy to contact them to see if there was any way that they could work together.  

 RESOLVED Councillor Steve Nash to find further details and report back at the next 

meeting. 

 

115. EXTERNAL AUDIT 

 

The Clerk had circulated the report of the External Auditor on the Council 2019/20 accounts.  

This was noted. 

 

116. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation. 

 RESOLVED that the External Audit invoice and SLCC invoice be added and the 

accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the Chairman. 

 

The meeting ended at 8.45 pm 

……………………………… 

 

        Chairman  

 


