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Minutes of the monthly meeting of Bitton Parish Council held virtually via Zoom on 

Tuesday 12 January 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: J Allinson, M Bridge, R Coales, P Collins, 

L Efthymiou, S Hawking, P Hughes, S Nash, S Nash,  

K Scudamore, E Williams 

 

   Officer: Mrs K Fry – Clerk 

 

There was also one member of the public present. 

 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and explained the meeting etiquette.    

 

156.    APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Rickerby.  None were received from 

Councillor Thomas. 

 

157. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

Councillor Williams declared an interest in any future correspondence or planning 

applications received from TFA Limited. 

 

158. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

 RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2020 be confirmed 

as a record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

159. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The decisions made from the Planning Committee since 8 December 2020 were presented. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

160. YOUTH COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Youth Committee meeting held on 5 January 2021 were presented. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

161. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES AND OUTSTANDING 

ITEMS 

 

Councillor Williams advised she was still waiting for a response from South Gloucestershire 

Council with regards to the requirement for a bin behind the Community Building.     

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to continue to chase. 
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Councillor Hughes requested an update from Councillor Steve Nash on the “I dig trees” 

initiative through his work.  Councillor Nash advised applications were closed for this year 

and that he had signed up for the next phase. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Steve Nash to pass on details to Councillor Hughes to share 

with South Gloucestershire Council.  

 

The Clerk advised that she had spoken with another contractor with regards to the ceiling 

works at the Community Building.  They were not keen to take on other builders work but 

would be happy to do the painting. 

 RESOLVED to accept the quote from K P Wilton of £2,187.00 plus VAT and arrange 

for them to complete the works. 

 

162.   OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS 

APPROPRIATE TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

Councillor Hughes informed the Council that the Development Management Committee were 

meeting on 21 January 2021 to discuss application P20/10110/F.  Himself and Councillor 

Williams were attending, and it would be good to have a member from the Planning 

Committee attend. 

 RESOLVED that Councillor Hawking also attend. 

 

Councillor Collins advised a wall had fallen down on the Keynsham Road.  He had cleared 

the stone himself and notified Streetcare but there were still items of debris for collection. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to chase 

 

163. CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that there had been 2 incidents at Warmley Forest Skatepark where 

bonfires had been lit causing damage to the concrete.  A meeting took place between the joint 

parishes, the beat team and the ASB team at South Gloucestershire Council.  The beat team 

will arrange for COVID marshals to patrol the area regularly.  Oldland Parish Council had 

arranged the repair and the costs will be split at the end of the year. 

 

A letter had been received from South Gloucestershire Council regarding the Pound Ground 

being an Asset of Community Value.  This had been added to the register for the past 5 years 

and it has now been taken off. 

 RESOLVED the Clerk to arrange for it to be readded to the register. 

 

The Clerk asked for advice on whether Councillors felt the Playscheme should go ahead in 

the Easter holidays. 

 RESOLVED to offer something to the community even if it wasn’t in the Easter 

holidays it could be pushed back to the May half term.  The clerk to liaise with the schools 

and continue to follow the current guidance.  

 

The Clerk reported that we had received a grant from Oldland Parish Council towards the 

cost of Goal Posts and Basketball Nets for the Youth Club. 
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The Clerk reported that the decision whether to hold the Annual Assembly is still in 

discussion and this was something that ALCA was taking forward.  She will report back on 

this at the next meeting. 

 

164. TO CONSIDER THE NOMINATIONS TO FILL THE COUNCILLOR 

VACANCY IN THE NORTH COMMON WARD.  TO RESOLVE TO FILL THE 

VACANCY BY CO-OPTION 

 

Geoffrey Hardman was proposed by Councillor Coales and Seconded by Councillor Allinson 

for co-option to the Council to fill the vacancy following Robert Hindson’s resignation.  

RESOLVED that Geoffrey Hardman be co-opted to the Council. Clerk to make 

contact and arrange for the Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be signed. 

 

165. YOUTH CLUB 

 

The Youth Leader forwarded a copy of his Risk Assessment in preparation for re-opening. 

The Clerk reported that the Youth Leader is becoming under pressure from Creative Youth 

Network to re-open and engage with Young People.  Councillors felt that due to the 

increasing numbers of COVID cases within our community we do not want to encourage the 

youth to meet.  Councillor Allinson advised she was attending a Contracts Meeting on 18 

January 2021 where she will put forward our concerns and discuss the expectations of the 

Council.  It was agreed to engage with the children with a lockdown competition. 

 RESOLVED the clerk to liaise with the Youth Leader and order 12 tshirts to be 

posted to those regular children and encourage them to take part in the best Lockdown tshirt 

competition.  The winner receiving a £25 iTunes voucher. 

 RESOLVED to accept the Risk Assessment as is and ensure this is updated every 3 

months. 

 

166. REDFIELD HILL PLAYPARK 
 

The Clerk reported that the playpark had failed the ROSPA inspection.  This was due to the 

swings and the multi-play equipment being installed too close to the fence.  This will 

continue to appear on each yearly inspection.  This is an installation fault.  Wicksteed are 

aware of the issue and have advised that the contracts manager is currently ill with COVID.  

They will be appointing another manager and have asked that we give them time. Our 

insurance company have advised us to keep the park closed in the meantime. 

 RESOLVED the Chair to write to Wicksteed advising them of where we stand 

moving forward and what we are happy to accept.   

 

167. SWIFT SPORTS COACHING 

 

Swift Sports Coaching contacted the Clerk to advise that with the current restrictions 

implemented it would not be wise to reach out to the community to hold the February Half 

Term club.  It was suggested that they contact the schools and work with the Key Worker and 

vulnerable Children throughout this week with the same agreement and numbers. 

 RESOLVED the Clerk to contact them and arrange for this to go ahead. 
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168. THE WEEK IN COMMUNITY PAGE 

The Clerk had previously forwarded correspondence from the Week-in Community Page.  

The Clerk reported that she had contacted the editor and that we could have a page every 8-

12 weeks free of charge. 

 RESOLVED the Clerk to contact them and arrange for dates and content. 
 

169. LONE WORKER POLICY 

 

The Clerk had circulated the edited Lone Worker Policy to include the amendment of the 

Clerk not to enter the Community Building alone. 

 RESOLVED that these are adopted and the Clerk to update the website. 

 

170. RISK REGISTER 

 

The Clerk had circulated the suggested Risk Register following the Internal Audit 

recommendation.  She advised that she had checked with the insurance company and that she 

is adequately covered for Parish Council business. 

 RESOLVED that these are adopted. 

 

171. ALLOTMENT TENANTS MEETING 

 

RESOLVED to hold the Annual Allotment Tenants meeting virtually before the next 

Environment and Leisure meeting on 26 January 2021.  The Clerk to forward the previous 

minutes and report to the Chair. 

 

172. TO AUTHORISE THE COUNCILS FINANCES FOR THE PERIOD 1.4.20 – 

4.1.21 

 

The clerk circulated a financial report for the period 1.4.20 – 4.1.21.  This was noted 

 

173. SURPLUS BUDGET 

 

 RESOLVED to leave the budget as it is until the end of the financial year to have a 

better understanding of what is left.  The Finance Committee are to meet and come up with a 

plan on how to reduce the reserves. 

 

174. TO CONSIDER MOVING TO ONLINE BANKING 

 

 RESOLVED to move to online banking with immediate effect. 

 

175. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation. 

 RESOLVED that the accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

The meeting ended at 9.04 pm    ……………………………… 

        Chairman  


