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Minutes of the monthly meeting of Bitton Parish Council held virtually via Zoom on 

Tuesday 9 February 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors: J Allinson, M Bridge, R Coales, P Collins, 

L Efthymiou, G Hardman, S Hawking, P Hughes,  

S Nash, S Nash, S Rickerby, K Scudamore,  

A Thomas, E Williams 

 

   Officer: Mrs K Fry – Clerk 

 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and explained the meeting etiquette.    

 

191. DECLARATION OF OFFICE 

 

Councillor Hardman signed the declaration of office and will forward to the Clerk.   

 RESOLVED that Councillor Hardman sit on the Environment and Leisure 

Committee. 

 

192. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

Inclusion of “covid cases” to be made on point 165 of the minutes. 

 RESOLVED with the above amendment, the minutes of the meeting held on 12 

January 2021 be confirmed as a record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

193. PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

The decisions made from the Planning Committee since 12 January 2021 were presented. 

 RESOLVED that the minutes be received as presented. 

 

194. ENVIRONMENT & LEISURE COMMITTEE 

 

The minutes of the Environment & Leisure Committee meeting held on 26 January 2021 

were presented. 

 RESOLVED that under point 184 “School” be added after Sir Bernard Lovell and the 

minutes be received as presented. 

 

195. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES AT OTHER MEETINGS 

 

Councillor Allinson gave an overview of the Local Plan meeting held virtually on Wednesday 

3 February 2021.  She encouraged all members to look at the consultation which is live until 

1 March 2021. 

 RESOLVED the Clerk to re-email this out to members. 

 

Councillor Coales gave a brief update on the Community Engagement Forum.  He updated 

the Council on the forthcoming Census which is due to take place on 21 March 2021.   
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196.   OPPORTUNITY FOR THE PUBLIC AND COUNCILLORS AS 

APPROPRIATE TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL 

 

Councillor Thomas advised he had been contacted by a resident with regards to a through 

road being installed at Bitton Hill House.  The resident would like clarification if it is 

permanent or been installed temporary. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to make contact with the resident. 

 

Councillor Collins raised his concerns over the number of deer that are being killed on the 

Keynsham Road.   

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to contact Chris Harris at South Gloucestershire 

Council to see if more signage can be installed. 

 

Councillor Collins gave an update on the works that have taken place on the footpaths on the 

Keynsham Road.  The earth has been moved onto the bank widening the footpath but over 

time this is only going to wash back down making the pavement impassable again.  Broken 

bollards have also been left on the side of the road. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Williams to take this forward with the steering group. 

 

Councillor Steve Nash advised Councillor Hughes he had the contact details for the 

Woodland Trust for future tree planting. 

 RESOLVED Councillor Nash to forward these details direct. 

 

197. CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The Clerk reported that in addition to the correspondence received from South 

Gloucestershire Council for the Pound Ground remaining as a Community Asset she had also 

received St Annes Church Hall and North Common Village Hall.  She advised that she has 

applied for all of them to remain on the register. 

 

The Clerk noted that a payment had been withheld from the previous accounts to South 

Gloucestershire Council for the fencing as cracks have appeared in the concrete around the 

fence posts.  She will make payment once this has been rectified. 

 

The Clerk gave an update on the numbers signed up for the sports camp over half term with 

Swift Sports Coaching.  She noted that this was now being held at the Meadows School and 

they had been extremely welcoming. 

 

The Clerk gave an update of her meeting with Andrew Ward from the BVRA together with a 

member from the History Group and the site representative at Bitton Mill.  It is the aim of the 

History Group to install a gazebo/wooden structure in the gardens on the right hand side as 

you enter the site.  This would allow them to install history boards to give residents of the 

parish an overview of the history before the building works took place.  The management 

company and residents will have the overall responsibility of the site and would like to ask 

the Parish Council if they would maintain this structure.   

 RESOLVED the Clerk to email back to Andrew Ward advising them that we will not 

take on the maintenance of the structure. Councillors felt that it would lead to further anti-

social behaviour. 
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The Clerk along with Councillor Collins gave an update on the roofing works carried out at 

the Community Building.  Although this was completed last week, when further inspected the 

following week, it has cracked back to the initial state.  The Clerk has contacted KP Wilton 

and they are making arrangements to revisit. 

 

The Clerk notified Councillors of the Thank you card received from Juice for our grant 

donation. 

 

198. TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE FROM SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

COUNCIL 

 

The Traffic Order for School Road, Bitton was previously circulated.  Councillors noted that 

this was in fact in Oldland Common and not Bitton.   

 

199. ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

 

It was agreed that the Annual Assembly will take place virtually on Tuesday 13 April 2021 at 

7.00pm.  This will include the Annual Meeting of the Bitton Welfare Fund. 

 

200. YOUTH CLUB 

 

Councillor Allinson gave an update on the meeting held with Hannah Panes from Creative 

Youth Network.  Engagement is an issue across all partnerships as it is proving difficult to 

engage with young people online.  Concerns are raised from the partnership that we are not 

opening or reaching out to the young people. Councillor Allinson reiterated that with the high 

level of COVID numbers within our area that this is something that we can not promote.   

 

The Clerk confirmed that tshirts have been sent to 6 young people who attend our youth club 

for them to enter the lockdown tshirt competition.  

 

Councillor Allinson explained to Councillors that she had discussed terminating the contract 

with Creative Youth Network.  The contract currently runs until 2022.  She felt that it would 

be best if we hold fire and see how things pan out over the next few months.  It is important 

that we access all avenues that are being offered and that fresh ideas are brought to the club. 

 

201. REDFIELD HILL PLAYPARK 
 

Councillor Bridge gave an update on the issues around the failed ROSPA inspection of the 

new playpark equipment.  Questions were raised over the compliance with the standard.  

Wicksteed feel they are technically compliant with the standard.   A Risk Assessment was 

provided to show they are technically compliant, but it is felt that the Risk Assessment 

supplied isn’t satisfactory.  The risk of injury is still high.  A decision needs to be made as to 

whether we accept being technically compliant and the swings not be moved and face this 

being raised on each yearly inspection. 

 RESOLVED to write back to Wicksteed and advise them that they are to move the 

swings and the multi-gym to the requested standard. 
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202. NAMING OF DEVELOPMENT ON HIGH STREET, OLDLAND COMMON 

 

Correspondence was received from South Gloucestershire Council asking for our input into 

the naming of the new development. 

 RESOLVED to write back to South Gloucestershire Council and put forward the 

name Ridge View. 

 

203. TO CONSIDER THE SIGNAGE FOR BITTON VILLAGE 

 

The new signage image was previously circulated.  This was put forward as the previous sign 

had been damaged within Bitton Village.  Councillors were concerned on the content of what 

is on the new signage.  

 RESOLVED to contact Chris Harris at South Gloucestershire Council to have the 

train and eateries removed from the sign as this gives off the wrong image for what is 

available within Bitton Village.   

 

204. SAFEGUARDING POLICY 

 

The Safeguarding Policy was circulated for review. 

 RESOLVED to amend bullet point 4 under the Recruitment heading to state that 

“references will be sought after offering employment”.  These are then to be adopted and the 

website updated. 

 

205. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

 

The Clerk submitted a schedule of accounts for payment and authorisation. 

 RESOLVED that the accounts listed be settled and the schedule signed by the 

Chairman and seconded by Councillor Coales. 

 

The meeting ended at 8.44 pm 

 

 

          

        Chairman  

 

 

 


