
 

 

ANNUAL REPORT 2020/21 

 

What a year 2020 has been.  Although we have been in lockdown, it has still proven very busy for Bitton 

Parish Council.  We said goodbye to one of our Councillors Ann Coales who unfortunately passed away 

early in 2020.  Ann was a much loved member of the Community who will be greatly missed for all the 

work that she carried out. 

 

We welcome new Councillors Geoffrey Hardman of the North Common Ward and Sue Nash of the 

Oldland Common Ward. 

 

We installed a much needed car park in April at our Community and Youth Building.  This will help those 

users who are less mobile be able to park nearer the building when attending events at the building.  We 

will continue to have use of the car park next door at Warmley Rangers and continue to work together with 

them.  The fence was erected around the permitter of the building and this has helped reduce vandalism.   

 

The Youth Club have been unable to meet but have been working together with Creative Youth Network at 

ways that they can engage actively with the young people within the Parish.  We carried out various 

activities with the young people online and sent them TShirts to draw on to show how the current 

pandemic has affected them.  We also sent cookie mix to our young people to make and enjoy over the 

zoom discussions.    

 

In June, sadly our planned VE day ceremony was unable to take place.  To commemorate VE Day we 

installed a bench in the gardens at the bottom of Cherry Gardens Hill to remember those that fought and 

those that are no longer with us. This has been welcomed by many within the Parish. 

 

We were sad that our Playschemes couldn’t take place in Easter or Summer but were pleased to offer a 

Sports Camp to keyworker children over February half term.  This was well received and we hope that we 

will be able to carry these out to some scale within 2021. 

 

The Parish Council moved website providers and created a new manageable website which can easily 

share up to date information as it happens.  This can now be found on www.bittonparishcouncil.gov.uk  

 

We have 2 allotment sites in Oldland Common and are pleased to say that these are both full with a very 

healthy waiting list.  The waiting list is currently closed to allow it to become more manageable. 

 

Our Friendship & Exercise sessions have been unable to meet.  Our Leader Spencer has been in contact 

with those on his register and has offered online sessions to those wishing to keep their exercise going.  

They are keen to get back into the building. 

 

The Council were unable to run their Creative Arts, Bitton in Bloom and Photography Competitions but 

are pleased to announce they will be running in 2021 but on a smaller scale. 

 

December 2020 saw the installation commence of our new playpark at Redfield Hill.  There is currently no 

provision within Oldland Common for the under 8’s and Councillors were keen to rectifiy this.  We are 

proud of this new asset and hope it will be enjoyed by many. 

 

The Parish Council offer small grants where awards of up to £500 can be made to local organisations 

which will benefit the parish and its residents.  Through 2019/2020 and 2020/21 Bitton Parish Council 

funded larger projects through the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).  This is money which developers 

have to pay South Gloucestershire Council to offset the effects of a new development.  A proportion of this 

comes to Bitton Parish Council either for it to use itself on local projects or to make awards of over £200 to 

other organisations.  

http://www.bittonparishcouncil.gov.uk/


 

 

 

In 2019/20 CIL awards have been made to the following: 

 

• Avon Valley Railway towards their new floor area to allow them to install the platform canopy.   

• Warmley Forest Skate park towards tarmacking the park. 

• Warmley Rangers Football Club towards refurbishment of the changing rooms. 

• New streetlights at Mill Lane 

• New bus shelters at Mill Lane and Cherry Gardens 

• Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh towards their Kitchen Improvement Project 

• St Peters Hospice towards the purchase of new syringe pumps 

• Avon & Somerset Police towards to cost of an electric bike 

• South Gloucestershire Council towards the cost of the refurbishment of the play park at Chiltern 

Close 

• Bitton AFC towards to cost of a defibrillator cabinet 

• Golden Valley Fishing Club 

• 54th Kingswood Scout Hut 

• Oldland Preschool 

 

In 2020/2021 CIL awards have been made to the following: 

 

• New Car Park at the Community and Youth Building 

• New Fencing Around the Community Building 

• New Playpark and Fencing at Redfield Hill 

• Bike Shed for the Community Building 

 

In addition to the CIL funding for 2020/21 Grants were also awarded to the following:  

 

• Juice Community  

• Warmley Rangers Football Club 

• St Peters Hospice 

• Bitton Guides and Brownies 

• Kingswood Heritage Museum 

• Oldland Players 

 

Applications for Community Infrastructure Levy are now closed. 

 

On a day-to-day level Councillors discuss and comment on every planning application for sites within the 

parish.  In 2020/21 they commented on 128 planning applications within the parish.  They consider and 

react to consultations put out by South Gloucestershire Council on a variety of topics covering everything 

from health to infrastructure and the local plan.  The Council is responsible for 20 bus shelters plus 

numerous public seats, marker stones and other items of street furniture which are all maintained regularly.   

 

The Parish Council has set the Precept to £94,000 for 2021/22.  This has remained the same as the previous 

3 years.  

 

All Councillors operate in a voluntary capacity and work hard for the benefit of the communities that 

comprise the parish.  The Parish is also extremely well served by the Parish Clerk, the Youth Leader and 

his staff, all the play staff who assist at the Playschemes and by numerous volunteers who support a wide 

range of activities for Parish residents.   Bitton Parish Councillors would like to express their appreciation 

to all of these for their help in improving the local environment and the lives of local residents.  


